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R&S®SMB100A 
Microwave  Signal Generator
Versatile, compact, up to 40 GHz; 
170 GHz with upconverter

year
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R&S®SMB100A 
Microwave  
Signal Generator
At a glance
The compact, versatile R&S®SMB100A microwave 
signal generator with a frequency range up to 
40 GHz provides outstanding spectral purity and 
high output power. In addition, it features easy 
operation, comprehensive functionality and low cost 
of ownership.

Furthermore, the R&S®SMB100A can be ideally used 
for  measuring the blocking characteristic up to a CW 
frequencyof12.75 GHz,asspecifiedinvarioustelecom-
munications standards. When it comes to frequently 
changinglevelsettings,thisisthefirsttimethatawear-
free electronic step attenuator is used in this frequency 
range. 

Fourfrequencyoptionsupto12.75GHz,20 GHz,
31.8 GHzand40 GHzareavailabletocoverthemicrowave
range. These options are suitable for tests on radar sys-
tems and antennas in the X and K bands, for example for 
widebandreceivertests.

Forevenhigherfrequencies,thefrequencyrangeofthe
R&S®SMB100AcanbeeasilyextendedwiththeR&S®SMZ
frequencymultiplier.TheR&S®SMB100AplusR&S®SMZ
solutioncombineseasyhandlingwithprecise,adjustable
outputlevelsinthefrequencyrangefrom50 GHzto
110 GHz(adjustableoutputlevelsarenotpossiblewith
R&S®SMZ170).

In addition to pure CW signals, the R&S®SMB100A also 
providesthemostcommonanalogAMandFM/φMmod-
ulationmodesasstandard.Moreover,theR&S®SMB100A
canbeequippedwithanexcellentpulsegeneratorand
pulse modulator that makes it possible to generate user-
programmable pulse scenarios, also referred to as pulse 
trains.

Key facts
 ❙ Widefrequencyrangefrom100 kHzto40 GHz
 ❙ ExcellentsignalcharacteristicswithlowSSBphasenoise
oftyp.–128 dBc(at1 GHz,20 kHzoffset)

 ❙ Highoutputpoweroftyp.upto+27 dBm
 ❙ AllimportantanalogmodulationswithAM,FM/φMand
pulse modulation supported

 ❙ Compactsizewithonlytwoheightunitsandlowweight

TheR&S®SMB100Aprovidesmicrowavecharacteristics
that are exceptional in its class, making it an excellent gen-
eral-purpose instrument. These outstanding characteristics 
plusitscompactsizeandlowweightmaketheinstrument
idealforawiderangeofapplications.TheR&S®SMB100A
isoptimallysuitedforuseindevelopment,productionand
service,or,toputitevensimpler:whereverananalogmi-
crowavesignalisrequired.

Itswidefrequencyrangecoversalargenumberofchal-
lenging applications. The R&S®SMB100A is the perfect 
choice for applications in the important ISM bands up to 
5.7 GHz. 
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R&S®SMB100A 
Microwave  
Signal Generator
Benefits and  
key features

All-purpose signal source
 ❙ Widefrequencyrangefrom100 kHzto12.75/20/
31.8/40 GHzcoveringthemainfrequencybandsfor
microwaveapplications

 ❙ Frequencyextensionfrom50 GHzto170 GHzin
combinationwiththeR&S®SMZfrequencymultiplier

 ❙ AllimportantanalogmodulationswithAM,FM/φMand
pulse modulation supported

 ❙ SupportofR&S®NRP-Zxxpowersensors
 ❙ Reversepowerprotectionforhighoperationalreliability
(optionallyavailableforthe12.75 GHzmodel)

 ❙ Intuitiveuserinterfacewithgraphicaldisplayofsignal
flowforeasyoperation

 ❙ RemotecontrolviaLAN,USBandGPIBincluding
emulation modes for legacy instruments

 ❙ Lowweightandcompactdesignforawiderangeof
applications, including mobile applications
 ▷ page 5

Best signal quality in the mid-range
 ❙ VerylowSSBphasenoiseoftyp.–128 dBcat1 GHzand
typ.–108 dBcat10 GHzcarrierfrequency 
(20 kHzcarrieroffset,1 Hzmeasurementbandwidth)

 ❙ Optionalinternallowharmonicfiltersforthe20 GHz
and40 GHzmodeltolowertheharmonicstolessthan
–50 dBcforfrequenciesabove150 MHz

 ❙ InnovativeDDS-basedsynthesizerconcept
 ▷ page 7

High output power and wide level range
 ❙ Highpoweroverawidefrequencyrange
 ❙ Lowlevelrangedownto–120 dBm(forinstruments
equippedwithstepattenuator)withnocompromisein
quality

 ❙ Highharmonicssuppressionof<–30 dBcevenathigh
outputpower
 ▷ page 9

Ideal for production
 ❙ Wear-freeelectronicattenuatorupto12.75 GHzensuring
longlifeeveninthecaseofheavyuseinproduction

 ❙ Highlevelaccuracyandrepeatabilityforhighproduction
yield

 ❙ Closedlooppowercontrolensureshighlyaccurate
andverystableinputpowertotheDUTirrespectiveof
unwantedpowerdriftsinthetestsetup(e.g.causedbya
poweramplifierinbetweenthesignalgeneratorandthe
DUT)

 ❙ Shortfrequencyandlevelsettlingtimeswhichcanbe
furtherreducedinListmode

 ❙ Lowpowerconsumption
 ▷ page 11
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User-defined correction of external frequency 
responses

 ▷ page 16

Closed loop power control
 ▷ page 17

Flexible service concept
 ❙ Servicingon-siteorataRohde&Schwarzservicecenter
 ❙ Built-in selftest of modules to support troubleshooting
 ❙ Completecalibrationrecommendedonlyeverythree
years
 ▷ page 18

Model overview
Frequency range 100 kHz to 12.75 GHz 100 kHz to 20 GHz 100 kHz to 31.8 GHz 100 kHz to 40 GHz

With electronic step attenuator ○ – – –

Without electronic step attenuator ○ – – –

With mechanical step attenuator – ○ ○ ○

Without mechanical step attenuator – ○ – ○

Highpower ● ○ ○ ○

Lowharmonicfilter – ○ ○ ○

OCXO reference oscillator 1) ○ ○ ○ ○

OCXO reference oscillator, high performance 1) ○ ○ ○ ○

Reversepowerprotection ○ – – –

Pulse modulator ○ ○ ○ ○

Pulse generator ○ ○ ○ ○

Pulse train ○ ○ ○ ○

TheR&S®SMB100A(20 GHz,31.8GHzor40 GHzmodel)incombinationwithoneoftheR&S®SMZfrequencymultipliersbelowcoversthefrequency

rangefrom50 GHzupto170 GHz.

Model overview
Frequency multiplier R&S®SMZ75 R&S®SMZ90 R&S®SMZ110 R&S®SMZ170
Frequency range 50 GHzto75 GHz 60 GHzto90 GHz 75 GHzto110 GHz 110 GHzto170 GHz

With mechanically controlled attenuator 2) ○ ○ ○ –

With electronically controlled attenuator2) ○ ○ ○ –

● Standard
○ Optional
– Notavailable

1) Onlyoneofthefollowingoptionscanbeinstalled:R&S®SMB-B1(OCXOreferenceoscillator)orR&S®SMB-B1H(OCXOreferenceoscillator,highperformance).
2) Onlyoneofthefollowingoptionscanbeinstalled:themechanicallyortheelectronicallycontrolledattenuator.

HardwareandsoftwareoptionconceptfortheR&S®SMB100A. 

Thetableprovidesanoverviewofthefrequencyrangesaswellasoffunctionalitiesandoptions.

Frequency extension from 50 GHz to 170 GHz
 ❙ R&S®SMB100Asignalgenerator(≥20GHz)plusan
externalR&S®SMZfrequencymultipliercontrolledvia
USB

 ❙ Aninternalattenuator(mechanicallyorelectronically
controlled)canbeintegratedintothesamehousingas
the frequency multiplier
 ▷ page 13

Ready for aerospace and defense applications
 ❙ Optionalpulsemodulatorwithtyp.>90 dBON/OFFratio
andrise/falltimeoftyp.<5nsandpulsegeneratorwith
minimumpulsewidthof10nsforradarsystemtesting

 ❙ Flexible generation of pulse trains for simulating complex 
pulsescenarios(optional)

 ❙ Widetemperaturerangeof0°Cto+55°Candhigh
permissibleoperatingaltitudeof4600mforuseeven
 under extreme conditions

 ❙ Sanitizingofuserdataforsecuredareas
 ❙ High-qualityshielding
 ▷ page14
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All-purpose 
signal source

Wide frequency range from 100 kHz to 40 GHz
Thesignalgenerator’swidefrequencyrange,highoutput
powerandawidevarietyofmodulationsmakeitaflexible
signal source for a broad scope of  applications. Its fre-
quencyoptionupto12.75 GHzcoversISMbandsaswell
as all important  mobile radio bands. In addition, the fre-
quencyoptionsupto20 GHzand40 GHzcovernumerous
microwaveapplicationsthatrequirehighspectralpurity
andhighoutputpower.

Frequency extension from 50 GHz to 170 GHz 
in combination with the R&S®SMZ frequency 
multiplier
Inthefrequencyrangeof50 GHzto170 GHzthe
R&S®SMB100AincombinationwiththeR&S®SMZfre-
quency multiplier is the ideal solution. It can be used in 
diverseapplications,e.g.intheautomotivesectorwith
distanceradars,inastronomywithsophisticatedtele-
scopesandinradarinterferometryforanalyzingtheearth's
surface.

All important analog modulations with AM, 
FM/φM and pulse modulation supported
The R&S®SMB100A handles the important analog AM, 
FM/φMmodulationmodesandpulsemodulationwith
excellentcharacteristics.InAMandFM/φMmodulation,
theRFcarrierismodulatedwiththeinternalLFgenera-
tororalsowithexternalsignals.Thetwodifferentsources
ofmodulationcanbeinternallyaddedtogeneratetwo-
tone-modulatedsignals.Duetoitsdigitalmodulationpro-
cessing, the R&S®SMB100A implements the modulation 
modeswithhighaccuracyandminimumdistortion.

Support of R&S®NRP-Zxx power sensors
TheR&S®SMB100Asupportsawidevarietyof
R&S®NRP-ZxxUSBpowersensors.TheR&S®NRP-Z92is
apowersensorthatideallycomplementsthefrequency
andlevelrangeofthegeneratorupto6 GHz.Equipped
withsuchapowersensor,theR&S®SMB100Afullyauto-
maticallyperformsexternallevelcorrectionorprecisely
measuresthepowerinthetestsetup.TheR&S®NRP-Z55
powersensorcanbeusedwiththe12.75 GHz,20 GHz
or40 GHzfrequencyoptionoftheR&S®SMB100Aforthe
same purpose.

Reverse power protection for high operational 
reliability
ThereversepowerprotectionprotectstheR&S®SMB100A
fromhighexternalvoltagesandhighpowerattheRFout-
put.ThisfeatureshieldstheRFoutputagainstunwanted
highreversepowerandensuresahighdegreeofopera-
tionalreliability.TheR&S®SMB-B30reversepowerprotec-
tionisavailablefortheR&S®SMB-B112/R&S®SMB-B112L
12.75 GHzfrequencyoptions.

DetailsofthemeasurementwiththeR&S®NRP-Z85

widebandpowersensor(peakandaverage).

Pulse-modulatedsignalmeasuredwiththe

R&S®NRP-Z85widebandpowersensor.
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Intuitive user interface
Intuitiveoperationviathegraphicaluserinterfaceandthe
integrated help system facilitate the optimum use of the 
R&S®SMB100A for the application at hand. To support 
graphicaloperation,amousecanbeconnectedviaUSB.

Remote control via LAN, USB and GPIB including 
emulation modes
TheR&S®SMB100Aisalsoideallyequippedwithregardto
theremotecontrolinterface.Inadditiontoconventional
GPIB,italsosupportsLANandUSBasstandard.Thisis
especiallyadvantageousinenvironmentssuchasservice
labswherethereisoftennoGPIB.

Signalgeneratorsareoftenusedinautomatedtestenvi-
ronments. Replacing them, e.g. due to malfunctions or 
standard replacement procedures, requires special care. 
The replacement part and the replaced part must be com-
patible at least in terms of electrical features and remote 
controlfeatures.Legacyinstrumentsoftenuseapropri-
etaryremotecontrollanguage.Directreplacementthere-
forerequireslanguageemulationcapabilityinthesoftware
of the replacement part. To meet these requirements, the 
R&S®SMB100Asignalgeneratorcomeswithalanguage
emulation feature. By selecting the desired language emu-
lation, the signal generator acts as the original replaced 
instrument. The language list already includes a large 
numberofemulatedinstrumentsandwillbeupdatedona
regular basis.

Low weight and compact design
TheR&S®SMB100Ahasacompactsizeofonlytwoheight
unitsand¾19"width.Thisformfactorplusitslowweight
ofmax.6.9kgforthe40 GHzmodelmakeitidealformo-
bileuse.Iteasilyfitsinanylabandservicecenter,where
space is often at a premium.

The emulation mode can be set in the  remote setup menu of the 

R&S®SMB100A.

www.allice.de Allice Messtechnik GmbH
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Very low SSB phase noise
When it comes to SSB phase noise performance, the 
R&S®SMB100Aconsistentlyachievesexcellentvaluesover
theentirefrequencyrangefromfrom100 kHzto40 GHz.
Thisisduetoitsremarkableconcept.Below3 GHz,the
R&S®SMB100Aworksdownto23.3475 MHzwithfre-
quencydividers.Belowthisvalue,theintegratedDDS
synthesizergeneratestheoutputsignaldirectly.Incontrast
toconventionaldesignsthatuseamixerrangebelowap-
prox.250 MHz,theinnovativeRohde&Schwarzsolution
leadstoamuchbetterphasenoiseperformanceatlow
frequencies.

The R&S®SMB100A is therefore the ideal replacement 
in test circuits for fixed-frequency high-end crystal 
 oscillators that are often used as a reference signal. The 
R&S®SMB100Acombinesequalorevenimprovedsignal
performancewithadjustablefrequencyandadjustable
level,whichishighlybeneficialasitcanbeideallyadapted
totheDUT.Moreover,theR&S®SMB100Amakesitpos-
sibletodefinetheDUTtolerancerangerelativetothe
referencebyvaryingtheseparameters.

Tofurtherimprovetheclose-inphasenoiseandfrequency
stability,twodifferentOCXOreferenceoscillatorsareavail-
ableasoptions.EspeciallytheR&S®SMB-B1Hoffersexcel-
lent performance that is unprecedented in this class.

Best signal quality 
in the mid-range

MeasuredSSBphasenoisewith

theR&S®SMB-B1HOCXOoption

forthe12.75/20/31.8/40GHz

model.

Phase noise, harmonics, nonharmonic spurious and 
widebandnoisearekeyparameterswhenitcomesto
characterizingthespectralpropertiesofanalogsignal
generators. Many measurements focus on more than one 
aspect simultaneously. For example, in blocking measure-
ments,nonharmonicstogetherwithphasenoisearees-
sentialingeneratingtheusuallyunwantedRFIpowerin
theadjacentchannel.

www.allice.de Allice Messtechnik GmbH
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MeasuredSSBphasenoisewithstandardreference,the

R&S®SMB-B1optionandtheR&S®SMB-B1Hoption.

Harmonicsversuscarrierfrequencyat+10 dBmoutputlevel

withR&S®SMB-B140optionandR&S®SMB-B32(meas.).

Another critical application is the total harmonic distortion 
(THD)measurementofapoweramplifier.Thesetupcom-
prises a signal generator generating the input signal, the 
DUTandaspectrumanalyzerformeasuringtheamplifier
performance.Here,theharmonicsmustbelowenough
toensurethattheharmonicdistortionofthedeviceunder
test is measured and not the harmonics of the signal 
source.Andlastbutnotleast:forscalarnetworkanalysis,
gooddynamicrangeoftheoverallsetupisessential.Bad
harmonicsfromthesignalsourcewilllimitthis,sincethe
harmonics are unintentionally measured, too.

Innovative DDS-based synthesizer concept
The R&S®SMB100A superbly handles high signal-quality 
requirements.DuetoitsinnovativeDDS-basedsynthesizer
concept,theR&S®SMB100Ayieldsunsurpassedvaluesin
all parameters called for in the mid-range, thereby setting 
newstandards.

Optional internal low harmonic filters for the 
20 GHz and 40 GHz model to lower the harmonics 
to less than –50 dBc
TheharmonicsoftheR&S®SMB100Amicrowavesignal
generatorcanbesignificantlyreducedwiththeoptional
lowharmonicfilters(theR&S®SMB-B25forthe20 GHz
modelandtheR&S®SMB-B26forthe40 GHzmodel).
Thelowharmonicfiltergenerallyimprovesmeasurement
accuracy in the entire setup for frequencies higher than 
150 MHz.

Deviceswhichareaffectedbybadharmonicsare,forex-
ample,widebandreceivers.Duringblockingtests,thehar-
monics of the signal generator could fall into the desired 
band and interfere the measurement result. 

www.allice.de Allice Messtechnik GmbH
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High output  power 
and wide level 
range

MeasuredmaximumoutputpowerversusfrequencyoftheR&S®SMB100A12.75 GHzinstrument.

High power over a wide frequency range
TheR&S®SMB100Acombinesexcellentsignalqualitywith
ahighoutputpowerof>+18 dBmasstandard,which
isuniqueinthisinstrumentclass,overawidefrequency
rangeof1 MHzto12.75 GHz.Themaximumavailable
outputpowerisupto+27 dBm,offeringsufficientpower
reservetoeasilycompensateforlevellossinatestsetup.
TheR&S®SMB-B31highpoweroptionforthe20 GHz
modeldeliversaspecifiedoutputpowerof+19 dBmwhile
theR&S®SMB-B32highpoweroptionforthe40 GHz
modelachieves+16 dBmoverawidefrequencyrange
upto20 GHzand40 GHz,respectively.Thesevaluesare
evenoutperformedinoverrange.Thisusuallyeliminates
theneedforanadditionalexternalamplifier,whichsaves
space and also drastically reduces costs for a test system. 
In applications, users additionally benefit from the high 
levelaccuracythattheR&S®SMB100Aprovides–alevel
accuracythatisnotnecessarilyprovidedifanexternalam-
plifier is used.

www.allice.de Allice Messtechnik GmbH
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Low level range with no compromise in quality
Eveninthelowerlevelrange,theR&S®SMB100Amakes
nocompromiseinquality.TheRFlevelisspecifieddown
to–120 dBmwhenastepattenuatorisinstalled.This
makesthegeneratoridealforsensitivitymeasurementson
receivers.

High harmonics suppression of < –30 dBc even at 
high  output power
What is special about the R&S®SMB100A is that harmon-
icsarestillsuppressedwith<–30 dBcevenathighout-
putpower,idealforamplifierdesignapplicationsupto
40 GHz.Thenonharmonicsareevensuppressedbye.g.
typ.<–78 dBcat3 GHzortyp.<–66 dBcat10 GHz.

TypicalmeasurementoftheR&S®SMB100Ahigh-power20 GHzand40 GHzmodels,withandwithoutoptionalstepattenuator.

www.allice.de Allice Messtechnik GmbH
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Ideal for production

Measuredlevellinearity,ALC ON

(withtheR&S®SMB-B112

12.75 GHzfrequencyoption).

Measuredlevellinearity,ALCON 

(withtheR&S®SMB-B140

40 GHzfrequencyoptionandthe

R&S®SMB-B32highpoweroption).

Wear-free electronic attenuator with reverse 
 power  protection
Thewear-freeelectronicattenuator–inthefrequency
rangeupto12.75 GHz–oftheR&S®SMB100Afunctions
reliably,evenifthelevelvaluesfrequentlychange.Asare-
sult,highavailabilityinthetestsystemisensuredtogether
withlongserviceintervalseveninthecaseofheavyuse
inproduction.Moreover,thereversepowerprotection
(optionallyavailableforthe12.75 GHzmodel)shieldsthe
R&S®SMB100AagainsthighreversepowerorDCvoltage
on the RF line.

www.allice.de Allice Messtechnik GmbH
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High level accuracy and repeatability for high 
 production yield
TheR&S®SMB100Aoffershighlevelaccuracyandrepeat-
ability,aswellasaveryhighlevelsweeprangeoverthe
entirerange.Measurementswithinnarrowlimitscanbe
performedwithhighreproducibility,boostingproduction
yield.

Closed loop power control
HighlyaccurateandstablepowerfortestingDUTsisa
veryimportantperformancerequirementinmanyap-
plications.TherealpowerdirectlyappliedtotheDUT
is affected by cables, modules and components inbe-
tweenthesignalgeneratorandtheDUT.Bymeasuring
theincidentpowertotheDUTwithaR&S®NRPpower
sensor and feeding the measurement result back to the 
R&S®SMB100A signal generator, the R&S®SMB100A can 
compensate for losses or drifts in the entire set up.

Short frequency and level settling times
Another criterion in production is the short settling time of 
thetestinstrumentinordertoachievehighthroughput.
TheR&S®SMB100Ameetsthisrequirementbyachiev-
ingshortfrequency(<3ms)andlevel(<2.5ms)settling
timesupto40 GHz.Plus,itfeaturestheListmodeasstan-
dard,whichreducesthesettlingtimestowellbelow1ms.
In this mode, settling parameters for the frequency and 
levelpairsrecordedinalistareprecalculatedandstoredin
ordertospeedupswitchover.

Low power consumption
TheR&S®SMB100Acombinesverylowpowerconsump-
tionandeffectiveheatdissipation.Itspowerconsump-
tionofonly140W(40 GHzmodel)reducesexpenditures
for cooling in a production line rack. The efficient design 
oftheR&S®SMB100Aalsohasapositiveimpactonthe
MTBF.

Measured frequency settling time statistics for remote con-

trolover10000settings(withtheR&S®SMB-B112frequency

option).

www.allice.de Allice Messtechnik GmbH
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The R&S®SMB100A signal generator directly controls the 
R&S®SMZfrequencymultiplierviaUSB.Thiscombination
operatesasasingleunit,allowinguserstoenterthewant-
edfrequencyandthetargetlevelattheR&S®SMZoutput
directly on the R&S®SMB100A.

Comparedwithconventionalsetups,thisone-boxso-
lution significantly simplifies setup and operation. The 
R&S®SMB100Areceivesallnecessarydatafromthecon-
nectedR&S®SMZ,suchastheconfiguration,themultipli-
cation factor and in particular the precalibrated frequency 
response. The R&S®SMB100A is able to perform automatic 
correction,whichensuresthatthefrequencyandlevel
valuessetontheR&S®SMB100Awillactuallybeavailable
attheR&S®SMZoutput.Costly,error-proneandtime-con-
suminglevelmeasurementusingleveldetectorsorpower
sensors,whichiscommonforconventionalsetups,isno
longer required.

Signalsinthefrequencyrangefrom50 GHzto170 GHz
areusedinboththecivilsectorandinaerospace&defense
applications.Here,theR&S®SMB100Amicrowavesignal
generatorincombinationwiththeR&S®SMZfrequency
multiplierismainlyusedasalocaloscillator(LO).Anideal
CWsignalwithhighspectralpurityandanaccuratelevel
isrequired.Theeasiestwaytoobtainthissignalistouse
theR&S®SMB100AplustheR&S®SMZfrequencymulti-
plierwithbuilt-inelectronicallycontrolledattenuator:The
frequencyandthelevelaresetontheR&S®SMB100Aand
measurement can begin immediately.

Frequency 
extension from
50 GHz to 170 GHz

TestsetupcontainingtheR&S®SMB100Amicrowavesignalgenerator(20 GHzor40 GHzmodel)andthe

R&S®SMZ110frequencymultiplierwithbuilt-inelectronicallycontrolledattenuator.

Frequenciesintherangefrom50 GHzto170 GHzcan
beeasilygeneratedwiththeR&S®SMB100Asignalgen-
erator(20 GHz,31.8GHzor40 GHzmodel)plusanex-
ternalR&S®SMZfrequencymultiplier.Thefrequency
multiplierfamilyconsistsofthemodelsR&S®SMZ75
(from50 GHzto75 GHz),R&S®SMZ90(from60 GHzto
90 GHz),R&S®SMZ110(from75 GHzto110 GHz)and
theR&S®SMZ170(from110GHzto170GHz).Inorder
tochangetheoutputpowerofthefrequencymultiplier,
anadditionalattenuatorisnecessary(notavailablefor
R&S®SMZ170).Forsimplerhandling,theattenuatorisinte-
grated into the same housing as the frequency multiplier.

www.allice.de Allice Messtechnik GmbH
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Ready for 
 aerospace 
and  defense 
applications

Pulsetrain:combinationofpulseswith

differentpulsewidthsandpulsepauses.

Editing pulse train data. Diagramofthepulsetrain.

Optional high-performance pulse modulator and 
pulse generator
Pulsed signals are frequently required in aerospace and 
defense applications to test radar systems. To meet this 
need,theR&S®SMB100Acanbeequippedwithaninte-
gratedpulsemodulator(R&S®SMB-K21)andapulsegen-
erator(R&S®SMB-K23)withsuperbcharacteristicssuchas
aminimumpulsewidthof10nsforradarsystemtesting.
The pulse modulator, for example, makes it possible to 
performradartestswithahighON/OFFratioof>80 dB
andveryshortrise/falltimesoftyp.<5ns.Thepulsemod-
ulator is either controlled by an external pulse signal or it 
issuppliedwithsingleordoublepulsesorpulsetrainsas
modulation signals by the internal pulse generator.

www.allice.de Allice Messtechnik GmbH
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Versatile pulse trains
An optional feature of the built-in pulse generator is the 
possibilitytogeneratepulsetrains(R&S®SMB-K27option),
whicharecommonlyusedforradarapplications.Anex-
ampleofapulsetrainisshowninthefigureontheleft.In
contrast to a single or double pulse, a pulse train is a com-
binationofdifferentpulses,whichcanbeaperiodicalor
non-periodicalsetofpulses.Pulsewidthandpulsepause
can be set independently and separately for each pulse. 
This makes it possible to generate staggered pulses or to 
applyjittertopulsewidthandpulsepause.Upto2047
differentpulseswitharepetitionof1tomax.65535are
possible.Thisyieldsverylongpulsetrainsequencesfor
testing.

Wide temperature range and high permissible 
 operating altitude
The R&S®SMB100A functions reliably under extreme con-
ditionsowingtoitswidetemperaturerangeof0°Cto
+55°Candamaximumpermissibleoperatingaltitudeof
4600mabovesealevel.

Sanitizing of user data for secured areas
To meet requirements for secured areas, an erase and 
sanitizeprocedurehasbeendevelopedthatreliablyerases
user data from the instrument. This ensures that no sensi-
tivedatawillleavethesecuredarea.Moreover,LANand
USBportscanbedisabledbymeansofasecuritypass-
wordandthedisplaycanbedisabledaswell.

High-quality shielding
Sensitivitymeasurementsonlow-noisesatellitereceivers
canonlybemadewithRF-leakage-proofsignalsources.
ThecomprehensiveshieldingoftheR&S®SMB100Abased
onsophisticatedtechnologiesensureslowRFleakageex-
actly for this purpose.

RearviewoftheR&S®SMB100A.
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preciselythispurpose.Foraknownfrequencyresponse
thatneedstobecorrected,theusercanenterthelevel
correctionvaluesasafunctionofthefrequency.Auto-
maticinterpolationofthecorrectionvaluesisperformed
betweenthesefrequencypoints.Tosimplifythis,the
R&S®SMB100Acanalsoautomaticallyincludethelevel
correctionvaluesatthepressofabuttonbyusingadi-
rectlyconnectedR&S®NRP-Zxxpowersensor.

Thescreenshotsshowthefrequencyresponsecorrection
foranRFcableintherangefrom8 GHzto10 GHz.With-
outfrequencyresponsecorrection,thelevelerror(mea-
suredwiththeR&S®NRP-Z81)amountstoapprox.1.5 dB
at10 GHzduetocableloss.Afterthecorrectionvaluesin
therangefrom8 GHzto10 GHzhavebeenautomatically
measuredandstoredwiththeR&S®NRP-Z81,theleveler-
rorwillbeautomaticallycompensatedforwhentheUser
Correctionfunctionisactivated.

User-defined 
 correction of 
 external frequency 
responses

Themeasuredlevelcorrectionvaluesarestoredinatabletogetherwith

the user-selected frequencies.

WithoutfrequencyresponsecorrectionoftheRFcable,thelevelerror

(measuredwiththeR&S®NRP-Z81powersensor)amountstoapprox.

1.5 dBat10 GHz(nominalvalue:5 dBm).

TheconnectedR&S®NRP-Z81powersensorautomaticallymeasures

and stores the frequency response of the RF cable.

AftertheUserCorrectiontablehasbeenactivated,theR&S®SMB100A

adaptsitsoutputpowerinordertocompensateforthefrequency

 response of the RF cable.

Testsetupsincludingcables,poweramplifiersorfilters
alwayshavefrequencyresponses.Thesignalgenera-
tor can compensate for the frequency response. The 
R&S®SMB100AfeaturestheUserCorrectionfunctionfor
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 unwanted power drifts or changes in the setup
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Closed loop power 
control

The best solution to this problem is “closed loop 
powercontrol”inrealtime–astandardfeatureofthe
R&S®SMB100A.Inthesetupbelow,itensureshighlyaccu-
rateandverystableinputpowertotheDUT,irrespectiveof
unwantedpowerdriftsorchangesinthesetup.

FormeasuringtheDUTinputpower,adirectionalcoupler
plustheR&S®NRP-Zxxpowersensorconnectedtothedi-
rectionalcouplercanbeused.Anattractivealternativeto
thedirectionalcouplerplustheR&S®NRP-Zxxpowersen-
soristheR&S®NRP-Z28levelcontrolsensor.Themeasure-
mentresultfromtheR&S®NRP-ZxxortheR&S®NRP-Z28
isfedbacktotheR&S®SMB100A,whichimmediatelyad-
justsitsoutputpowertocompensateforthediscrepancy
betweenwantedandmeasuredlevel.

ClosedlooppowercontrolwithR&S®NRP-Z28levelcontrolsensor.

ClosedlooppowercontrolwithdirectionalcouplerplusR&S®NRP-Zxx

powersensor.

One important performance requirement in many applica-
tionsisthegenerationofhighlyaccurateandstablepower
fortestingDUTs(e.g.poweramplifiers).Thisisnotatrivial
tasksincetherealpowerdirectlyappliedtotheDUTisaf-
fectedbythelevelaccuracyofthesignalgenerator,the
losses due to cables, the losses due to modules or compo-
nents and, last but not least, by mismatching. In addition, 
the frequency response of an amplifier in the setup might 
showanunwantedtemperaturedependency.
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Flexible service 
concept

Built-in selftest of modules to support 
troubleshooting
A built-in selftest carries out an operational check of the 
instrumentandservesasatroubleshootingaidduringser-
vicing.Thesimpleandstraightforwardarchitecturewith
veryfewmodulescutsthetimerequiredfortroubleshoot-
ing and repair to a minimum. A simple function check is 
usually sufficient to ensure the outstanding specifications 
oftheR&S®SMB100A.Do-it-yourselfservicingcanbe
completedinjust45minutesonaverage.

Complete calibration only every three years
A complete calibration is recommended for the 
R&S®SMB100Aonlyeverythreeyearsandcan,ofcourse,
also be performed on-site.

Servicing on-site or at a Rohde & Schwarz service 
center
The R&S®SMB100A is designed for maximum  reliability 
andeasyservicingtomaximizeuptimeinallapplica-
tionfieldsandsignificantlyreducecostofownership.
Customerscanchoosebetweencallingonacertified
Rohde&Schwarzservicecenterasusualorservicing 
theinstrumentthemselves.
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Specifications in brief
Specifications in brief
Frequency

Frequency range R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L 100 kHzto12.75 GHz

R&S®SMB-B120/-B120L 100 kHzto20 GHz

R&S®SMB-B131 100 kHzto31.8 GHz

R&S®SMB-B140/-B140L/-B140N 100 kHzto40 GHz

Settling time SCPI mode <3ms

Listmode <1ms

Level

Maximumspecifiedoutputpower(PEP) R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L,1 MHz<f≤12.75 GHz +18 dBm

R&S®SMB-B120withR&S®SMB-B31,50MHz<f≤20 GHz +16 dBm

R&S®SMB-B120LwithR&S®SMB-B31,100MHz<f≤20 GHz +19 dBm

R&S®SMB-B131/-B140/-B140NwithR&S®SMB-B32,50 MHz<f≤40 GHz +13 dBm

R&S®SMB-B140LwithR&S®SMB-B32,50 MHz<f≤40 GHz +16 dBm

Minimumspecifiedoutputpower R&S®SMB-B112/-B120/-B131/-B140/-B140N –120 dBm

R&S®SMB-B112L –5 dBm

R&S®SMB-B120L/-B140L 0 dBm

Settlingtime(withoutswitchingofthe
mechanicalattenuator)

SCPI mode <2.5ms

Listmode <1ms

Spectral purity

SSB phase noise f=1 GHz,carrieroffset=20 kHz,1 Hzmeasurementbandwidth <–122 dBc,typ.–128 dBc

f=10 GHz,carrieroffset=20 kHz,1 Hzmeasurementbandwidth <–102 dBc,typ.–108 dBc

Harmonics

R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L 1MHz<f≤6GHz;level≤13dBm1),f>6GHz;level≤10dBm1) <–30dBc

R&S®SMB-B120/-B120L/-B131/-B140/ 
-B140N/-B140L

standard;level≤8dBm1)

f>1MHz <–30dBc

withR&S®SMB-B25/-B26lowharmonicoption,lowharmonicfilteron,level≤10dBm1)

1MHz<f≤150MHz <–30dBc

150MHz<f≤3GHz <–58dBc

3GHz<f≤20GHz <–50dBc

f>20GHz <–60dBc(meas.)

Supported modulation modes

AM standard

AM depth 0 % to 100 %

FM/φM standard

MaximumFMdeviation f=10 GHz 32 MHz

MaximumφMdeviation f=10 GHz 320 rad

Pulse R&S®SMB-K21/-K22pulsemodulator

Rise/falltime <20ns,typ.<5ns

ON/OFFratio >80 dB

Minimumpulsewidthofpulsegenera-
tor output

10 ns

Connectivity

Remote control GPIBIEEE-488.2, 
Ethernet(TCP/IP), 
USB

Peripherals USB

1) Ormaximumspecifiedoutputpower,whicheverislower.
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Ordering information
Designation Type Order No.
Base unit

MicrowavesignalGenerator1) R&S®SMB100A 1406.6000.02

Includingpowercable,quickstartguideandCD-ROM(withoperatingandservicemanual)

Options

RFpath/frequencyoption

100kHzto12.75GHz,withelectronicstepattenuator R&S®SMB-B112 1407.2109.02

100kHzto12.75GHz,withoutstepattenuator R&S®SMB-B112L 1407.2150.02

100kHzto20GHz,withmechanicalstepattenuator R&S®SMB-B120 1407.2209.02

100kHzto20GHz,withoutstepattenuator R&S®SMB-B120L 1407.2250.02

100kHzto31.8GHz,withmechanicalstepattenuator R&S®SMB-B131 1407.2280.02

100kHzto40GHz,withmechanicalstepattenuator R&S®SMB-B140 1407.2309.02

100kHzto40GHz,withmechanicalstepattenuator, 
minimumpulsewidthlimited

R&S®SMB-B140N 1407.2380.02

100kHzto40GHz,withoutstepattenuator R&S®SMB-B140L 1407.2350.02

OCXO reference oscillator 2) R&S®SMB-B1 1407.3005.02

OCXO reference oscillator, high performance 2) R&S®SMB-B1H 1407.3070.02

Harmonicfilteroption

150MHzto20GHz(onlyavailablewithR&S®SMB-B120/-B120L) R&S®SMB-B25 1407.1660.02

150MHzto40GHz 
(onlyavailablewithR&S®SMB-B131/-B140/-B140N/-B140L)

R&S®SMB-B26 1407.1760.02

Reversepowerprotection(onlyavailablewithR&S®SMB-B112/-B112L) R&S®SMB-B30 1407.1160.02

Highpoweroption

50MHzto20GHz(onlyavailablewithR&S®SMB-B120/-B120L) R&S®SMB-B31 1407.1260.02

50MHzto40GHz 
(onlyavailablewithR&S®SMB-B131/-B140/-B140N/-B140L)

R&S®SMB-B32 1407.1360.02

Pulse modulator for  
R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L/-B120/-B120L/-B131/-B141/-B140/-B140N/-B140L

R&S®SMB-K21 1407.3811.02

Pulse generator R&S®SMB-K23 1407.3786.02

Pulse train 3) R&S®SMB-K27 1407.3828.02

1) ThebaseunitmustbeorderedtogetherwithanR&S®SMB-B112/-B112L/-B120/-B120L/-B131/-B140/-B140N/-B140Lfrequencyoption.
2) OnlyoneoftheR&S®SMB-B1orR&S®SMB-B1Hoptionscanbeinstalled.
3) RequirestheR&S®SMB-K23option;onlyavailableforinstrumentswithserialnumber>102400.
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Designation Type Order No.
Recommended extras

19" rack adapter R&S®ZZA-S234 1109.4493.00

Powersensor,9kHzto6GHz,forlevelsupto33dBm; 
incl.USBadaptercable

R&S®NRP-Z92 1171.7005.42

Powersensor,DCto40GHz,forlevelsupto20dBm R&S®NRP-Z55 1138.2008.03

Powersensor,10MHzto18GHz,forlevelsupto33dBm R&S®NRP-Z22 1137.7506.02

KeyboardwithUSBinterface(UScharacterset) R&S®PSL-Z2 1157.6870.04

MousewithUSBinterface,optical R&S®PSL-Z10 1157.7060.03

USBadapterforR&S®NRP-Zxxpowersensors R&S®NRP-Z4 1146.8001.02

USBserialadapterforRS-232remotecontrol R&S®TS-USB1 6124.2531.00

AdaptersforinstrumentswithanR&S®SMB-B112/-B112L/-B120/-B120Lfrequencyoption

Test port adapter, PC 3.5 mm female 1021.0512.00

Test port adapter, PC 3.5 mm male 1021.0529.00

Test port adapter, N female 1021.0535.00

Test port adapter, N male 1021.0541.00

AdaptersforinstrumentswithanR&S®SMB-B131/-B140/-B140N/-B140Lfrequencyoption

Testportadapter,2.4mmfemale 1088.1627.02

Test port adapter, 2.92 mm female 1036.4790.00

Test port adapter, 2.92 male 1036.4802.00

Test port adapter, N female 1036.4777.00

Test port adapter, N male 1036.4783.00

Frequency multipliers

Frequencymultiplier,50GHzto75GHz R&S®SMZ75 1417.4004.02

Frequencymultiplier,60GHzto90GHz R&S®SMZ90 1417.4504.02

Frequencymultiplier,75GHzto110GHz R&S®SMZ110 1417.5000.02

Frequencymultiplier,110GHzto170GHz R&S®SMZ170 1417.5500.02

Includingwaveguide-towaveguideadapter,DCpoweradapter,USBcable,hexballdriver3/32,operatingmanual,CD-ROMwithoperatingmanual

Options

MechanicallycontrolledattenuatorfortheR&S®SMZ75 R&S®SMZ-B75M1) 1417.6007.02

ElectronicallycontrolledattenuatorfortheR&S®SMZ75 R&S®SMZ-B75E1) 1417.6107.02

MechanicallycontrolledattenuatorfortheR&S®SMZ90 R&S®SMZ-B90M1) 1417.6507.02

ElectronicallycontrolledattenuatorfortheR&S®SMZ90 R&S®SMZ-B90E1) 1417.6607.02

MechanicallycontrolledAttenuatorfortheR&S®SMZ110 R&S®SMZ-B110M1) 1417.7003.02

ElectronicallycontrolledattenuatorfortheR&S®SMZ110 R&S®SMZ-B110E1) 1417.7103.02

Documentation

Documentationofcalibrationvalues R&S®DCV-2 0240.2193.18

Accredited calibration R&S®ACASMB100A 3596.9508.03

1) Optionfactoryfitted(onlymechanicallyorelectronicallycontrolledattenuatorscanbefitted).

Warranty
Base unit 3 years

All other items 1 year

Options

Extendedwarranty,oneyear R&S®WE1 Please contact your local 
Rohde&Schwarzsalesoffice.Extendedwarranty,twoyears R&S®WE2

Extendedwarrantywithcalibrationcoverage,oneyear R&S®CW1

Extendedwarrantywithcalibrationcoverage,twoyears R&S®CW2

For data sheet, see PD 5213.8396.22 and www.rohde-schwarz.com

YourlocalRohde&Schwarzexpertwillhelpyoudeterminetheoptimumsolutionforyourrequirements.
TofindyournearestRohde&Schwarzrepresentative,visit
www.sales.rohde-schwarz.com
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Sustainable product design
 ❙ Environmental compatibility and eco-footprint
 ❙ Energy efficiency and low emissions
 ❙ Longevity and optimized total cost of ownership

Certified Environmental Management

ISO 14001
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Regional contact
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surement, broadcast and media, secure communications, 
cybersecurity,monitoringandnetworktesting.Founded
morethan80yearsago,theindependentcompanywhich
isheadquarteredinMunich,Germany,hasanextensive
salesandservicenetworkwithlocationsinmorethan
70 countries.
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Definitions 
Phased-out articles and replacements 

• The R&S®SMB100A-B101/-B103/-B104/-B106/-B5 are phased out from July 1, 2019.  

• The successor unit is the R&S®SMB100B (-B101/-B103/-B104/-B106/-B5). 

• The R&S®SMB100A (> 6 GHz) will be not phased out. 

 

General 

Product data applies under the following conditions: 

• Three hours storage at ambient temperature followed by 30 minutes warm-up operation  

• Specified environmental conditions met 

• Recommended calibration interval adhered to 

• All internal automatic adjustments performed, if applicable 

 

Specifications with limits 

Represent warranted product performance by means of a range of values for the specified parameter. These specifications are 

marked with limiting symbols such as <, ≤, >, ≥, ±, or descriptions such as maximum, limit of, minimum. Compliance is ensured by 

testing or is derived from the design. Test limits are narrowed by guard bands to take into account measurement uncertainties, drift 

and aging, if applicable. 

 

 

 

Specifications without limits 

Represent warranted product performance for the specified parameter. These specifications are not specially marked and represent 

values with no or negligible deviations from the given value (e.g. dimensions or resolution of a setting parameter). Compliance is 

ensured by design. 

Typical data (typ.)  

Characterizes product performance by means of representative information for the given parameter. When marked with <, > or as a 

range, it represents the performance met by approximately 80 % of the instruments at production time. Otherwise, it represents the 

mean value.  

Nominal values (nom.) 

Characterize product performance by means of a representative value for the given parameter (e.g. nominal impedance). In contrast to 

typical data, a statistical evaluation does not take place and the parameter is not tested during production. 

Measured values (meas.) 

Characterize expected product performance by means of measurement results gained from individual samples.  

Uncertainties 

Represent limits of measurement uncertainty for a given measurand. Uncertainty is defined with a coverage factor of 2 and has been 

calculated in line with the rules of the Guide to the Expression of Uncertainty in Measurement (GUM), taking into account 

environmental conditions, aging, wear and tear. 

Device settings and GUI parameters are designated with the format “parameter: value”. 

Typical data as well as nominal and measured values are not warranted by Rohde & Schwarz. 

X-axis

Y-
ax

is

Specification limit

Actual values with measurement uncertainty and guard band

Specification limit

Measurement uncertainties Guard band
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Specifications 

Hardware and software option concept 
Available frequency ranges and the corresponding hardware and software options: 

 100 kHz to  

12.75 GHz 

100 kHz to 20 GHz 100 kHz to 

31.8 GHz 

100 kHz to 40 GHz 

With electronic step attenuator R&S®SMB-B112 – – – 

With mechanical step attenuator – R&S®SMB-B120 R&S®SMB-B131 R&S®SMB-B140, 

R&S®SMB-B140N 

Without step attenuator R&S®SMB-B112L R&S®SMB-B120L – R&S®SMB-B140L 

High power standard R&S®SMB-B31 R&S®SMB-B32 R&S®SMB-B32 

Low harmonic filter – R&S®SMB-B25 R&S®SMB-B26 R&S®SMB-B26 

OCXO reference oscillator R&S®SMB-B1 

OCXO reference oscillator,  

high performance 

R&S®SMB-B1H 

Reverse power protection R&S®SMB-B30 – 

Pulse modulator R&S®SMB-K21 

Pulse generator R&S®SMB-K23 

Pulse train R&S®SMB-K27 

RF performance 

Frequency 

Frequency ranges R&S®SMB-B112, R&S®SMB-B112L  100 kHz to 12.75 GHz  

R&S®SMB-B120, R&S®SMB-B120L 100 kHz to 20 GHz 

R&S®SMB-B131 100 kHz to 31.8 GHz 

R&S®SMB-B140, R&S®SMB-B140L, 

R&S®SMB-B140N 

100 kHz to 40 GHz 

Resolution of setting  0.001 Hz 

Resolution of synthesis f = 1 GHz 0.44 μHz (nom.) 

Setting time to within < 1 × 10–7 for f > 200 MHz or < 20 Hz for f ≤ 200 MHz;  

specification does not apply when frequency crosses 20 GHz; 

specification does not apply to instruments equipped with R&S®SMB-B120/-B131/-

B140 when frequency crosses 200 kHz 

after IEC/IEEE bus delimiter 

ALC state on < 3.5 ms 

ALC state S&H, f ≤ 20 GHz < 7 ms 

ALC state S&H, f > 20 GHz < 10 ms 

after trigger pulse in list mode  < 1 ms  

Resolution of phase offset setting  0.1° 

Frequency sweep 

Operating mode  digital sweep in discrete steps 

Trigger mode free run automatic 

full sweep single 

execute one step step 

external trigger only start/stop 

Trigger source  keyboard, external trigger, remote control 

Trigger slope  positive, negative 

Sweep range  full frequency range 

Sweep shape  triangle, sawtooth 

Step spacing  linear, logarithmic 

Step size  linear full frequency range, min. 0.001 Hz 

logarithmic 0.01 % to 100 % 

Dwell time range  10 ms to 100 s 

Dwell time resolution  0.1 ms 
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Reference frequency 

Frequency error at time of calibration in production < 1 × 10–7 

with R&S®SMB-B1/R&S®SMB-B1H option < 1 × 10–8 

Aging 

(after 10 days of uninterrupted operation) 

standard < 1 × 10–6/year 

with R&S®SMB-B1 option < 1 × 10–9/day, < 1 × 10–7/year 

with R&S®SMB-B1H option < 5 × 10–10/day, < 3 × 10–8/year 

Temperature effect (0 °C to +50 °C) standard < 2 × 10–6 

with R&S®SMB-B1 option < 1 × 10–7 

with R&S®SMB-B1H option < 1 × 10–8 

Warm-up time to nominal thermostat temperature with 

R&S®SMB-B1/R&S®SMB-B1H option 

≤ 10 min 

Reference frequency output 

Connector type REF OUT on rear panel BNC female 

Output frequency sine wave 

instrument set to internal reference 10 MHz 

instrument set to external reference applied external reference frequency 

Output level  +7 dBm to +13 dBm, +10 dBm (typ.) 

Source impedance  50 Ω (nom.) 

Reference frequency input 

Connector type REF IN on rear panel BNC female 

Input frequency  5 MHz, 10 MHz  

Frequency locking range  ±3 × 10–6 

Input level range  0 dBm to +16 dBm 

Input impedance  50 Ω (nom.) 
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Level 
General explanations 

Instruments equipped with R&S®SMB-B112 frequency options include an electronic step attenuator with step ranges of 5 dB (6 dB 

with R&S®SMB-B112). Instruments equipped with R&S®SMB-B120/-B131/-B140 frequency options include a mechanical step 

attenuator. Instruments equipped with R&S®SMB-B112L/-B120L/-B140L frequency options do not include a step attenuator. These 

instruments have a limited level setting range and a limited specified level range. 

Level setting modes 

The R&S®SMB100A offers two different operating modes for level setting: 

• Auto mode: The step attenuator is switched automatically 

• Fixed mode: The level is set without switching the step attenuator. The step attenuator is fixed to the current setting. If ALC is on, 

level changes are performed without interruption. The maximum interruption-free setting range is limited 

ALC modes 

The R&S®SMB100A offers different ALC modes: 

• ALC state auto: The best suited ALC mode is set automatically 

• ALC state on: The level control loop is closed. This mode is suitable for CW, AM, FM and φM 

• ALC state sample & hold (S&H): At every frequency and level change, the level control loop is closed for about 1 ms and the level 

control voltage is sampled. The level control voltage is then clamped. This mode is used internally while in ALC state auto for pulse 

modulation 

During an S&H measurement the level is decreased by 30 dB for instruments with electronic step attenuator. For instruments with 

mechanical attenuator or without step attenuator, the set on level is present for approximately 2 ms during an S&H procedure after 

level or frequency setting or after switching RF on. 

Level settings 

Setting ranges 

R&S®SMB-B112 100 kHz ≤ f ≤ 200 kHz –145 dBm to +1 dBm 

200 kHz < f ≤ 300 kHz –145 dBm to +6 dBm 

300 kHz < f ≤ 1 MHz –145 dBm to +9 dBm 

1 MHz < f ≤ 12.75 GHz –145 dBm to +30 dBm 

R&S®SMB-B112L 100 kHz ≤ f ≤ 200 kHz –20 dBm to +5 dBm 

200 kHz < f ≤ 300 kHz –20 dBm to +10 dBm 

300 kHz < f ≤ 1 MHz –20 dBm to +13 dBm 

1 MHz < f ≤ 12.75 GHz –20 dBm to +30 dBm 

R&S®SMB-B120/R&S®SMB-B131, 

R&S®SMB-B140/R&S®SMB-B140N 

standard 

100 kHz ≤ f ≤ 200 kHz –145 dBm to +4 dBm 

200 kHz < f ≤ 300 kHz –145 dBm to +9 dBm 

300 kHz < f ≤ 1 MHz –145 dBm to +12 dBm 

1 MHz < f ≤ 40 GHz –145 dBm to 3 dB above max. specified 

output power 

with R&S®SMB-B31/-B32 

100 kHz ≤ f ≤ 300 kHz –145 dBm to +10 dBm 

300 kHz < f ≤ 50 MHz –145 dBm to +12 dBm 

50 MHz < f ≤ 100 MHz –145 dBm to +17 dBm 

100 MHz < f ≤ 200 MHz –145 dBm to +20 dBm 

200 MHz < f ≤ 400 MHz –145 dBm to +22 dBm 

400 MHz < f ≤ 40 GHz –145 dBm to +30 dBm 

R&S®SMB-B120L/R&S®SMB-B140L standard 

100 kHz ≤ f ≤ 200 kHz –20 dBm to +4 dBm 

200 kHz < f ≤ 300 kHz –20 dBm to +9 dBm 

300 kHz < f ≤ 1 MHz –20 dBm to +12 dBm 

1 MHz < f ≤ 40 GHz –20 dBm to 3 dB above max. specified 

output power 

with R&S®SMB-B31/-B32 

100 kHz ≤ f ≤ 300 kHz –20 dBm to +10 dBm 

300 kHz < f ≤ 50 MHz –20 dBm to +12 dBm 

50 MHz < f ≤ 100 MHz –20 dBm to +17 dBm 

100 MHz < f ≤ 200 MHz –20 dBm to +20 dBm 

200 MHz < f ≤ 400 MHz –20 dBm to +22 dBm 

400 MHz < f ≤ 40 GHz –20 dBm to +30 dBm 

Resolution of setting  0.01 dB 

Interruption-free level setting range fixed mode, ALC state on 0 dB to +20 dB 
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Level performance 

Specified level range, peak envelope power (PEP) 

R&S®SMB-B112 standard 

200 kHz < f ≤ 1 MHz –120 dBm to +6 dBm 

1 MHz < f ≤ 12.75 GHz –120 dBm to +18 dBm 

with R&S®SMB-B30 option 

200 kHz < f ≤ 1 MHz –120 dBm to +5 dBm 

1 MHz < f ≤ 12.75 GHz –120 dBm to +15 dBm 

R&S®SMB-B112L standard 

200 kHz < f ≤ 1 MHz –5 dBm to +10 dBm 

1 MHz < f ≤ 12.75 GHz –5 dBm to +18 dBm 

with R&S®SMB-B30 option 

200 kHz < f ≤ 1 MHz –5 dBm to +9 dBm 

1 MHz < f ≤ 12.75 GHz –5 dBm to +15 dBm 

R&S®SMB-B120 standard 

200 kHz < f ≤ 10 MHz –120 dBm to +5 dBm 

10 MHz < f ≤ 50 MHz –120 dBm to +10 dBm 

50 MHz < f ≤ 20 GHz –120 dBm to +11 dBm 

with R&S®SMB-B31 option 1 

200 kHz < f ≤ 10 MHz –120 dBm to +5 dBm 

10 MHz < f ≤ 50 MHz –120 dBm to +10 dBm 

50 MHz < f ≤ 20 GHz –120 dBm to +16 dBm 

R&S®SMB-B120L standard 

200 kHz < f ≤ 10 MHz 0 dBm to +5 dBm 

10 MHz < f ≤ 50 MHz 0 dBm to +10 dBm 

50 MHz < f ≤ 20 GHz 0 dBm to +14 dBm 

with R&S®SMB-B31 option 1 

200 kHz < f ≤ 10 MHz 0 dBm to +5 dBm 

10 MHz < f ≤ 50 MHz 0 dBm to +10 dBm 

50 MHz < f ≤ 100 MHz 0 dBm to +16 dBm 

100 MHz < f ≤ 20 GHz 0 dBm to +19 dBm 

R&S®SMB-B131 standard 

200 kHz < f ≤ 10 MHz –120 dBm to +5 dBm 

10 MHz < f ≤ 31.8 GHz –120 dBm to +8 dBm 

with R&S®SMB-B32 option 1 

200 kHz < f ≤ 10 MHz –120 dBm to +5 dBm 

10 MHz < f ≤ 50 MHz –120 dBm to +9 dBm 

50 MHz < f ≤ 31.8 GHz –120 dBm to +13 dBm 

R&S®SMB-B140,  

R&S®SMB-B140N 

standard 

200 kHz < f ≤ 10 MHz –120 dBm to +5 dBm 

10 MHz < f ≤ 40 GHz –120 dBm to +8 dBm 

with R&S®SMB-B32 option 1 

200 kHz < f ≤ 10 MHz –120 dBm to +5 dBm 

10 MHz < f ≤ 50 MHz –120 dBm to +9 dBm 

50 MHz < f ≤ 40 GHz –120 dBm to +13 dBm 

R&S®SMB-B140L standard 

200 kHz < f ≤ 10 MHz 0 dBm to +5 dBm 

10 MHz < f ≤ 50 MHz 0 dBm to +9 dBm 

50 MHz < f ≤ 40 GHz 0 dBm to +11 dBm 

with R&S®SMB-B32 option 1 

200 kHz < f ≤ 10 MHz 0 dBm to +5 dBm 

10 MHz < f ≤ 50 MHz 0 dBm to +9 dBm 

50 MHz < f ≤ 40 GHz 0 dBm to +16 dBm 

                                                                 

1  For instruments equipped with R&S®SMB-B25 or R&S®SMB-B26 option, the specification is valid with low harmonic filter off.  

With low harmonic filter on, the standard level range is valid. 

www.allice.de Allice Messtechnik GmbH



Version 02.00, May 2022 

8 Rohde & Schwarz R&S®SMB100A Microwave Signal Generator 

Level error ALC state on, temperature range: +18 °C to +33 °C 

R&S®SMB-B112 9 kHz ≤ f ≤ 200 kHz < 1.0 dB 

200 kHz < f ≤ 3 GHz < 0.5 dB 

f > 3 GHz < 0.9 dB 

R&S®SMB-B112L 200 kHz < f ≤ 3 GHz < 0.7 dB 

f > 3 GHz < 1.1 dB 

R&S®SMB-B120L/-B140L 200 kHz < f ≤ 3 GHz  < 0.7 dB 

3 GHz < f ≤ 20 GHz < 1.1 dB 

20 GHz < f ≤ 40 GHz < 1.2 dB 

R&S®SMB-B120/-B131, 

R&S®SMB-B140/-B140N 

level > –90 dBm 

200 kHz < f ≤ 3 GHz < 0.5 dB 

3 GHz < f ≤ 20 GHz < 0.9 dB 

20 GHz < f ≤ 40 GHz < 1.0 dB 

level ≤ –90 dBm 

200 kHz < f ≤ 3 GHz < 0.5 dB 

3 GHz < f ≤ 20 GHz < 1.2 dB 

20 GHz < f ≤ 40 GHz < 1.5 dB 

Additional level error ALC state S&H < 0.25 dB 

Level setting times 

Setting time level deviation < 0.1 dB 2 from final value, with GUI update stopped, temperature 

range: +18 °C to +33 °C, without switching of the mechanical step attenuator 

after IEC/IEEE bus delimiter 

ALC state on < 3 ms 

ALC state S&H, f ≤ 20 GHz < 7 ms 

ALC state S&H, f > 20 GHz < 10 ms 

in list mode after trigger pulse < 1 ms  

with switching of the mechanical step attenuator 

ALC state on < 25 ms 

ALC state S&H < 30 ms 

Reverse power 

If the R&S®SMB100A is equipped with the R&S®SMB-B112 or R&S®SMB-B112L frequency option, a reverse power protection option 

(R&S®SMB-B30) is available. 

Maximum permissible RF power in output frequency range of RF path for f > 1 MHz, from source ≥ 50 Ω 

Instruments with reverse power protection 

Reverse power 1 MHz < f ≤ 1 GHz 50 W 

1 GHz < f ≤ 2 GHz 25 W 

2 GHz < f ≤ 12.75 GHz 10 W 

Maximum permissible DC voltage  35 V 

Instruments without reverse power protection 

Reverse power  0.5 W 

Maximum permissible DC voltage R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L  35 V  

R&S®SMB-B120/-B120L,  

R&S®SMB-B131, 

R&S®SMB-B140/-B140L/-B140N 

0 V 

VSWR 

Output impedance VSWR in 50 Ω system, ALC state on 

R&S®SMB-B112 f > 200 kHz < 1.8 

R&S®SMB-B112L/-B30 f > 200 kHz < 2.0 

R&S®SMB-B120/-B131, 

R&S®SMB-B140/-B140N 

1 MHz < f ≤ 20 GHz < 1.6 (meas.) 

20 GHz < f ≤ 40 GHz < 1.8 (meas.) 

 

                                                                 

2  Level deviation < 0.25 dB for f ≤ 23.4375 MHz for instruments equipped with an R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L/-B120/-B120L/-B131/-B140/-B140L/-B140N 

option. 
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Maximum available output level versus frequency (meas.) for instruments equipped with R&S®SMB-B112 option. 

 

 

 

Maximum available output level versus frequency (meas.). 
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Maximum available output level versus frequency, low harmonic filter off and on (meas.). 

 

 

 

Level linearity with R&S®SMB-B112 option, ALC on (meas.). 
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Level linearity with R&S®SMB-B140 and R&S®SMB-B32 options, ALC on (meas.). 

 

 

Level sweep 

Operating mode  digital sweep in discrete steps 

Trigger mode free run automatic  

full sweep single  

execute one step step  

external trigger only start/stop  

Trigger source  keyboard, external connector, remote 

control 

Trigger slope with external trigger positive, negative 

Sweep range  full specified level range 

interruption-free –20 dB to +20 dB 

Sweep shape  triangle, sawtooth 

Step spacing  logarithmic 

Step size setting resolution  0.01 dB  

Dwell time setting range  10 ms to 100 s 

Dwell time setting resolution  0.1 ms 
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Spectral purity 
Harmonics 

R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L 1 MHz < f ≤ 6 GHz, level ≤ 13 dBm 3 < –30 dBc 

f > 6 GHz, level ≤ 10 dBm 3 < –30 dBc 

R&S®SMB-B120/-B120L/-B131, 

R&S®SMB-B140/-B140L/-B140N 

standard, level ≤ 8 dBm 3 

f > 1 MHz < –30 dBc 

with R&S®SMB-B25, R&S®SMB-B26 low harmonic option,  

low harmonic filter on, level ≤ 10 dBm 3 

1 MHz < f ≤ 150 MHz < –30 dBc 

150 MHz < f ≤ 3 GHz < –58 dBc 

3 GHz < f ≤ 20 GHz < –50 dBc 

f > 20 GHz < –60 dBc (meas.) 

Nonharmonics CW, level > –10 dBm (level > 0 dBm for instruments without step attenuator),  

offset > 10 kHz from carrier 

f ≤ 23.4375 MHz < –70 dBc 

23.4375 MHz < f ≤ 1500 MHz < –70 dBc, < –84 dBc (typ.) 

1500 MHz < f ≤ 3 GHz < –64 dBc, < –78 dBc (typ.) 

3 GHz < f ≤ 6.375 GHz < –58 dBc, < –72 dBc (typ.) 

6.375 GHz < f ≤ 12.75 GHz < –52 dBc, < –66 dBc (typ.) 

12.75 GHz < f ≤ 25.5 GHz  < –46 dBc, < –60 dBc (typ.) 

25.5 GHz < f ≤ 40 GHz < –40 dBc, < –54 dBc (typ.) 

Subharmonics level > –10 dBm (level > 0 dBm for instruments without step attenuator) 

f < 6.375 GHz none 

6.375 GHz < f ≤ 20 GHz < –55 dBc 

20 GHz < f ≤ 40 GHz < –50 dBc 

Wideband noise level operating mode: auto, level > 10 dBm 3, measurement bandwidth 1 Hz, CW 

carrier offset: 10 MHz 

15 MHz < f ≤ 6.375 GHz < –142 dBc 

carrier offset: 30 MHz 

6.375 GHz < f ≤ 12.75 GHz < –138 dBc 

12.75 GHz < f ≤ 20 GHz < –135 dBc 

20 GHz < f ≤ 40 GHz < –132 dBc 

SSB phase noise carrier offset: 20 kHz, measurement bandwidth: 1 Hz, CW 

f = 100 MHz, level = 10 dBm < –141 dBc, –145 dBc (typ.) 

f = 1 GHz < –122 dBc, –128 dBc (typ.) 

f = 2 GHz < –116 dBc, –122 dBc (typ.) 

f = 3 GHz < –112 dBc, –118 dBc (typ.) 

f = 4 GHz < –110 dBc, –116 dBc (typ.) 

f = 6 GHz < –106 dBc, –112 dBc (typ.) 

f = 10 GHz < –102 dBc, –108 dBc (typ.) 

f = 20 GHz < –96 dBc, –102 dBc (typ.)  

f = 30 GHz < –92 dBc, –98 dBc (typ.) 

f = 40 GHz < –90 dBc, –96 dBc (typ.) 

RMS jitter f = 1 GHz, bandwidth: 1 Hz to 10 MHz, CW 

standard 7.2 ps (meas.), (7.2 mUI) 

with R&S®SMB-B1 option 1.3 ps (meas.), (1.3 mUI) 

with R&S®SMB-B1H option 105 fs (meas.), (105 µUI) 

f = 155 MHz, bandwidth: 100 Hz to 

1.5 MHz, CW 

83 fs (meas.), (12.9 µUI) 

f = 622 MHz, bandwidth: 1 kHz to 5 MHz, 

CW 

63 fs (meas.), (39.2 µUI) 

f = 2.488 GHz, bandwidth: 5 kHz to 

15 MHz, CW 

55 fs (meas.), (137 µUI) 

Residual FM RMS value at f = 1 GHz, CW 

0.3 kHz to 3 kHz, weighted (ITU-T) < 4 Hz, 0.22 Hz (typ.) 

0.03 kHz to 23 kHz < 10 Hz, 1.35 Hz (typ.) 

Residual AM RMS value (0.03 kHz to 20 kHz), CW, 

level: 8 dBm 

< 0.02 % 

 

 

                                                                 

3  Or maximum specified output power, whichever is lower. 
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Harmonics versus carrier frequency at +15 dBm output level, with R&S®SMB-B112 option (meas.). 

 

 

 

Harmonics versus carrier frequency at +8 dBm output level, with R&S®SMB-B140 option (meas.). 
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Harmonics versus carrier frequency at +13 dBm output level, with R&S®SMB-B140 and R&S®SMB-B32 options (meas.). 

 

 

 

Harmonics versus carrier frequency at +10 dBm output level, with R&S®SMB-B140,  
R&S®SMB-B32 and R&S®SMB-B26 options, low harmonic filter on (meas.). 
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Measured SSB phase noise with R&S®SMB-B1H OCXO option, for the 12.75/20/40 GHz model. 

 

 

 

 
Measured SSB phase noise, f = 1 GHz, comparison with standard internal reference,  
R&S®SMB-B1 OCXO option, R&S®SMB-B1H OCXO option and residual phase noise. 
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List mode settings 
Frequency and level pairs can be stored in a list and set in an extremely short amount of time. 

Trigger mode free run automatic 

full sweep single 

execute one step step 

Trigger source  keyboard, external trigger, remote control 

Maximum number of stored settings  2000 

Dwell time setting range  1 ms to 100 s 

Dwell time setting resolution  0.1 ms 

Setting time after external trigger see frequency and level data 
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Analog modulation 

Simultaneous modulation 

 Amplitude modulation Frequency modulation Phase modulation Pulse modulation  

Amplitude modulation  ● ● (●) 

Frequency modulation ●  ○ ● 

Phase modulation ● ○  ● 

Pulse modulation (●) ● ●  

 

● = compatible 

○ = incompatible 

(●) = compatible with limitations: No specification applies to AM distortion, AM depth error and on/off ratio with pulse modulation. 

Amplitude modulation 

For f ≥ 200 kHz, level setting mode: auto, AM envelope within specified level range.  

Modulation source  internal, external, internal and external 

External coupling  AC, DC 

AM depth setting range at high levels; modulation is clipped when 

the maximum PEP is reached 

0 % to 100 % 

Resolution of setting  0.1 % 

AM depth (m) error fmod = 1 kHz and m < 80 % 

R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L/-B120/-B120L/-B131/-B140/-B140L/-B140N 

f > 1 MHz, PEP ≤ 15 dBm 4, 5  < (4 % of setting + 1 %) 

AM distortion fmod = 1 kHz m = 30 % m = 80 % 

R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L/-B120/-B120L 

f > 5 MHz, PEP ≤ 15 dBm 4 < 1.5 % < 3 % 

R&S®SMB-B131/-B140/-B140L/-B140N 

5 MHz < f ≤ 20 GHz,  

PEP ≤ 13 dBm 4 

< 1.5 % < 3 % 

20 GHz < f ≤ 40 GHz,  

PEP ≤ 10 dBm 4, 5 

< 2 % < 4 % 

Modulation frequency response m = 60 %, 

DC coupling: 0 Hz to 50 kHz, 

AC coupling: 10 Hz to 50 kHz 

< 3 dB 

Synchronous φM at AM  m = 30 %, fmod = 1 kHz, ± peak/2 

f ≤ 20 GHz < 0.2 rad 

20 GHz < f ≤ 40 GHz < 0.4 rad 

Frequency bands for frequency and phase modulation 

Multiplier N is used to define FM and φM specifications within this document. 

Multiplier N for different frequency ranges f ≤ 23.4375 MHz 1/4 

23.4375 MHz < f ≤ 46.875 MHz 1/32 

46.875 MHz < f ≤ 93.75 MHz 1/16 

93.75 MHz < f ≤ 187.5 MHz 1/8 

187.5 MHz < f ≤ 375 MHz 1/4 

375 MHz < f ≤ 750 MHz 1/2 

750 MHz < f ≤ 1500 MHz 1 

1500 MHz < f ≤ 3 GHz 2 

3 GHz < f ≤ 6.375 GHz 4 

6.375 GHz < f ≤ 12.75 GHz 8 

12.75 GHz < f ≤ 25.5 GHz 16 

25.5 GHz < f ≤ 40 GHz 32 

                                                                 

4  Or maximum specified output power, whichever is lower. 
5  Temperature range: 0 °C to +33 °C for f > 20 GHz. 
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Frequency modulation 

Modulation source  internal, external, internal and external 

External coupling  AC, DC 

Operating modes  • FM mode: low noise 

• FM mode: normal 

• FM mode: high deviation 

Maximum deviation  f ≤ 23.4375 MHz 1 MHz 

f > 23.4375 MHz  

FM mode: normal N × 2 MHz 

FM mode: low noise N × 1 MHz 

FM mode: high deviation N × 4 MHz 

Resolution  < 0.02 % of set deviation, min. N × 0.1 Hz 

FM deviation error fmod = 1 kHz, deviation ≤ N × 1 MHz 

internal < (2 % of setting + 20 Hz) 

external < (3 % of setting + 20 Hz) 

FM distortion fmod = 2 kHz, deviation = N × 1 MHz < 0.2 % 

Modulation frequency response FM modes: low noise and high deviation 

DC coupling: 0 Hz to 100 kHz, 

AC coupling: 10 Hz to 100 kHz 

< 3 dB 

FM mode: normal 

DC coupling: 0 Hz to 500 kHz, 

AC coupling: 10 Hz to 500 kHz 

< 3 dB 

Synchronous AM with FM 40 kHz deviation, fmod = 1 kHz, f > 10 MHz < 0.2 % 

Carrier frequency offset with FM DC after FM offset adjustment < 0.2 % of set deviation  

 

 

 

FM deviation versus frequency and operating mode. 
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Phase modulation 

Modulation source  internal, external, internal and external 

External coupling  AC, DC 

Operating modes φM modes: low noise/normal/high deviation 

Maximum deviation f ≤ 23.4375 MHz 2 rad 

f > 23.4375 MHz  

φM mode: normal N × 4 rad 

φM mode: low noise  N × 10 rad 

φM mode: high deviation N × 40 rad 

Resolution  < 0.02 % of set deviation, 

min. N × 20 µrad 

φM deviation error fmod = 1 kHz, deviation ≤ half of maximum deviation 

internal < (2 % of setting + 0.003 rad) 

external < (3 % of setting + 0.003 rad) 

φM distortion fmod = 10 kHz, half of maximum deviation < 0.2 % 

Modulation frequency response φM modes: low noise and high deviation 

DC coupling: 0 Hz to 100 kHz, 

AC coupling: 10 Hz to 100 kHz 

< 3 dB 

φM mode: normal 

DC coupling: 0 Hz to 500 kHz, 

AC coupling: 10 Hz to 500 kHz 

< 3 dB 

 

 

 

φM deviation versus frequency and operating mode. 
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Pulse modulation (R&S®SMB-K21 or R&S®SMB-K22 option) 

When pulse modulation is activated, the R&S®SMB100A automatically switches to ALC state S&H. In this case, the ALC loop is 

opened and the output level is set directly. In order to set the correct level, a S&H measurement is performed prior to each frequency 

or level setting or after switching RF on. 

In the following cases, the nominal on level is present for approximately 2 ms during a S&H measurement after level or frequency 

setting or after switching RF on: 

• No attenuator installed (R&S®SMB-B112L/-B120L/-B140L frequency option) 

• A mechanical step attenuator installed (R&S®SMB-B120/-B131/-B140/-B140N frequency option) 

 

For instruments with electronic step attenuator (R&S®SMB-B112 frequency option), the level during a sample and hold measurement 

is decreased by 30 dB. 

The R&S®SMB-K21 option is available for R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L/-B120/-B120L/-B131/-B140/-B140L/-B140N. 

 

Modulation source  external, internal 

On/off ratio level > 0 dBm for instruments without step 

attenuator 

> 80 dB 

Rise/fall time 10 % to 90 % of RF amplitude 

23.4375 MHz < f ≤ 20 GHz < 15 ns, < 5 ns (typ.) 

f > 20 GHz < 15 ns, < 9 ns (typ.) 

Minimum pulse width 50 %/50 % of RF amplitude 

with  

R&S®SMB-B112, R&S®SMB-B112L, 

R&S®SMB-B120, R&S®SMB-B120L, 

R&S®SMB-B131, R&S®SMB-B140, 

R&S®SMB-B140L frequency options 

20 ns 

with R&S®SMB-B140N frequency option 

f ≤ 20.0 GHz 20 ns 

f > 20.0 GHz 30 ns 

Pulse repetition frequency  0 Hz to 25 MHz 

Video crosstalk for  

R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L/-B120/-B120L/ 

-B140/-B140L/-B140N 

spectral line of fundamental of 100 kHz 

pulse repetition frequency 

< –30 dBc 

Input for external modulation signals 

Modulation input EXT for AM/FM/φM 

Connector type MOD EXT BNC female 

Input impedance selectable 220 kΩ or 600 Ω (nom.) 

Input sensitivity peak value for set modulation factor or 

deviation 

1 V (nom.) 

Maximum input voltage  1 V (nom.) 

Input damage voltage  ±10 V 

Modulation input PULSE EXT 

Connector type PULSE EXT on rear panel BNC female 

Input impedance selectable 10 kΩ or 50 Ω (nom.) 

Input voltage TTL, CMOS compatible, threshold low 0.5 V (nom.) 

TTL, CMOS compatible, threshold high 1.5 V (nom.) 

Input damage voltage  ± 5 V 

Input polarity selectable normal, inverse 
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Modulation sources 

Internal modulation generator (LF) 

Waveforms  sine wave, square wave, sawtooth 

Frequency range sine wave 0.1 Hz to 1 MHz 

square wave, sawtooth 0.1 Hz to 20 kHz 

Resolution of frequency setting  0.1 Hz 

Frequency error < (0.005 Hz + relative error of reference frequency × modulation frequency) 

Frequency response sine wave, 0.1 Hz to 1 MHz < 1 dB 

Frequency setting time to within < 1 × 10–7, after IEC/IEEE bus 

delimiter 

< 5 ms (meas.) 

Distortion sine wave, f ≤ 100 kHz at RL > 200 Ω,  

Vp = 1 V 

< 0.1 % 

Output voltage range Vp at LF connector, open circuit voltage 1 mV to 3 V 

Resolution of output voltage setting  1 mV 

Output voltage setting error at 1 kHz, RL ≥ 10 kΩ < (1 % of setting + 1 mV) 

Output impedance selectable 10 Ω or 600 Ω (nom.) 

LF frequency sweep 

Operating mode  digital sweep in discrete steps  

Trigger mode free run automatic  

full sweep single  

execute one step step  

external trigger only start/stop  

Trigger source  keyboard, external trigger, remote control 

Trigger slope  positive, negative 

Sweep range  full frequency range, min. 0.1 Hz 

Sweep shape  triangle, sawtooth 

Step spacing  linear, logarithmic 

Step size setting resolution linear 0.1 Hz 

logarithmic 0.01 % 

Dwell time setting range  10 ms to 100 s 

Dwell time setting resolution  0.1 ms 

Pulse generator (R&S®SMB-K23 option) 

The pulse generator is fully digital; the clock is derived directly from the instrument’s reference frequency. 

Pulse mode  single pulse, double pulse 

Trigger modes free run, internally triggered automatic  

 externally triggered, externally gated 

Active trigger edge  positive or negative 

Pulse period setting range  40 ns to 100 s 

Pulse period setting resolution  10 ns 

Pulse width setting range pulse widths of double pulses can be set 

independently 

10 ns to 100 s 

Pulse width setting resolution 10 ns 

Pulse delay setting range with external trigger 10 ns to 100 s 

Pulse delay setting resolution with external trigger 10 ns 

Double-pulse spacing setting range  20 ns to 100 s 

Double-pulse spacing setting resolution  10 ns 

External trigger delay  50 ns (meas.) 

External trigger jitter of delay  < 10 ns 

Pulse video output signal without load digital signal 0 V/3.3 V (nom.) 
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Pulse train (R&S®SMB-K27 option) 

The R&S®SMB-K27 option enhances the functionality of the pulse generator (R&S®SMB-K23 option). With this option, pulses and 

pulse sequences can be user-defined, e.g. to generate jittered or staggered pulse scenarios widely used in radar applications. 

Pulse modes setting of pulse width, pulse spacing and 

pulse sequences 

user-programmable 

Trigger modes  automatic (free run) 

 externally triggered  

Active trigger edge  positive or negative 

Number of pulses  1 to 2047 

Number of repetitions per pulse  1 to 65535 

Pulse width and pulse spacing setting 

range 

 10 ns to 5 ms 

Pulse width and pulse spacing setting 

resolution 

 10 ns 
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Remote control 
Interfaces remote control IEC 60625 (GPIB IEEE-488.2) 

Ethernet/LAN 10/100BASE-T 

USB 2.0 (high speed) 

serial RS-232 6 

Command set  SCPI 1999.5 or compatible command sets 

Compatible command sets These command sets can be selected in 

order to emulate another instrument. 

Agilent/Keysight/HP E442x 

Agilent/Keysight/HP E443x 

Agilent/Keysight/HP E8663 

Agilent/Keysight/HP E8257/67 

Agilent/Keysight/HP N51xx Analog Parts 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8642 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8643A 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8644A/B 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8645 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8647A 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8648A/B/C/D 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8656A/B 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8657A/B 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8664/65 

Agilent/Keysight N5161A, 5181A  

(MXG analog) 

Aeroflex/IFR 2023/2024 

Aeroflex/IFR 203x, 204x, 205x 

Panasonic PA8303 

R&S®SML 

R&S®SMT 

R&S®SMY 

additional command sets for instruments 

equipped with R&S®SMB-B112/B112L, 

R&S®SMB-B120/-B120L/-B131,  

R&S®SMB-B140/-B140L/-B140N 

Anritsu 68017/37 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 834x 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8360 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8362x 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 83630 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8371x 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8373x 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8662/63 

Agilent/Keysight/HP 8673 

Agilent/Keysight N5183A  

(MXG microwave) 

Agilent/Keysight E8257D; 8663 B/D  

(PSG analog) 

R&S®SMR 

IEC/IEEE bus address  0 to 30 

Ethernet/LAN protocols and services  VISA VXI-11 (remote control) 

Telnet/RawEthernet (remote control) 

VNC (remote operation with web browser) 

FTP (file transfer protocol) 

SMB (mapping parts of the instrument to 

a host file system) 

Ethernet/LAN addressing  DHCP, static, support of ZeroConf and 

M-DNS to ease the direct connection to a 

system controller 

USB protocol  VISA USB-TMC 

                                                                 

6  Requires the R&S®TS-USB1 serial adapter (recommended extra). 
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Connectors 

Front panel connectors 

RF 50 Ω RF output 

R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L/-B120/-B120L test port adapter, PC 3.5 mm female 

(interchangeable port connector system) 

R&S®SMB-B131/-B140/-B140L/-B140N test port adapter, PC 2.92 mm female 

(interchangeable port connector system) 

LF modulation generator output BNC female 

MOD EXT input for external analog modulation BNC female 

Rear panel connectors 

REF IN reference frequency input BNC female 

REF OUT reference frequency output BNC female 

PULSE EXT input for external pulse modulation BNC female 

PULSE VIDEO pulse generator output BNC female 

INST TRIG trigger input, TTL 5 V compatible BNC female 

SIGNAL VALID output for triggering external devices; 

function 1: 

low state indicates that the instrument 

has settled to its final value; 

function 2 7: 

If the pulse generator is active and 

pulse sync is enabled, a pulse sync 

signal is provided at the beginning of a 

pulse sequence (e.g. pulse train).  

Pulse sync is not available for a pulse 

sequence < 100 ns. 

BNC female 

USB IN USB 2.0 (high speed), 

remote control of instrument (USB-TMC) 

USB type B 

USB USB 2.0 (high speed), 

connector for external USB devices, 

• mouse and keyboard for enhanced 

operation 

• R&S®NRP-Zxx power sensors (with 

R&S®NRP-Z4 adapter cable) for 

external power measurements and 

level adjustment of instrument 

• memory stick for software update and 

data exchange 

• USB serial adapter for RS-232 remote 

control 

USB type A 

LAN provides remote control functionality and 

remote operation via VNC and file transfer 

via FTP 

RJ-45 

IEEE 488 remote control of instrument via GPIB 24-pin Amphenol series 57 female 

 

                                                                 

7  Requires the R&S®SMB-K23 option; only available for instruments with serial number > 102400. 
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General data 
Power supply 

AC input voltage range  90 V to 264 V 

AC supply frequency 100 V to 240 V  45 Hz to 66 Hz 

100 V to 120 V 380 Hz to 440 Hz 

Maximum input current  1.4 A (100 V) to 0.6 A (240 V) 

instruments with options 

R&S®SMB-B112 80 W (meas.) 

R&S®SMB-B120 and R&S®SMB-B31 90 W (meas.) 

R&S®SMB-B120, R&S®SMB-B25 and 

R&S®SMB-B31 

105 W (meas.) 

R&S®SMB-B131/-B140/-B140N and 

R&S®SMB-B32 

125 W (meas.) 

R&S® SMB-B131/-B140/-B140N, 

R&S®SMB-B26 and R&S®SMB-B32  

140 W (meas.) 

Product conformity 

Electromagnetic compatibility EU: in line with EMC directive 2014/30/EU applied harmonized standards: 

• EN 61326-1 (for use in industrial 

environment) 

• EN 61326-2-1 

• EN 55011 (class B)  

• EN 61000-3-2 

• EN 61000-3-3 

Electrical safety EU: in line with low voltage directive 

2014/35/EU 

applied harmonized standard: 

EN 61010-1 

USA UL 61010-1 

Canada CAN/CSA-C22.2 No. 61010-1 

RoHS EU: in line with directive 2011/65/EU EN IEC 63000 

International certification 

 

VDE – Association for Electrical, 

Electronic and Information Technologies 

VDE mark 40021972 

CSA – Canadian Standard Association CCSAUS 

Mechanical resistance 

Vibration sinusoidal 5 Hz to 150 Hz, max. 2 g at 55 Hz, 

const. 0.5 g at 55 Hz to 150 Hz, 

in line with EN 60068-2-6 

random 10 Hz to 300 Hz, acceleration: 

1.2 g (RMS), in line with EN 60068-2-64 

Shock  40 g shock spectrum, in line with  

MIL-STD-810E, method no. 516.4, 

procedure I 

Environmental conditions 

Temperature range operating 0 °C to +55 °C, 

in line with DIN EN 60068-2-1,  

DIN EN 60068-2-2 

storage –40 °C to +71 °C 

Climatic resistance +40 °C, 95 % relative humidity in line with DIN EN 60068-2-78 

Altitude operating,  

maximum ambient temperature: +45 °C 

up to 4600 m (15000 ft) 

storage up to 4600 m (15000 ft) 

Calibration interval 

Recommended calibration interval when operated 40 h/week in the full range 

of the specified environmental conditions 

3 years 

Dimensions and weight 

Dimensions instruments with  

R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L/-B120/-B120L/ 

-B131/-B140/-B140L/-B140N option 

344 mm × 112 mm × 418 mm 

(13.5 in × 4.4 in × 16.5 in) 

Weight when fully equipped 

instruments with R&S®SMB-B112 option 5.6 kg (12.3 lb) 

instruments with R&S®SMB-B120/-B120L/ 

-B131/-B140/-B140/-B140N option 

6.9 kg (15.2 lb) 
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Ordering information 
Designation Type Order No. 

Base unit 

RF and microwave signal generator 8 R&S®SMB100A 1406.6000.02 

Including power cable, quick start guide and CD-ROM (with operating and service manual) 

Options 

RF path/frequency option 

100 kHz to 12.75 GHz, with electronic step attenuator R&S®SMB-B112 1407.2109.02 

100 kHz to 12.75 GHz, without step attenuator R&S®SMB-B112L 1407.2150.02 

100 kHz to 20 GHz, with mechanical step attenuator R&S®SMB-B120 1407.2209.02 

100 kHz to 20 GHz, without step attenuator R&S®SMB-B120L 1407.2250.02 

100 kHz to 31.8 GHz, with mechanical step attenuator R&S®SMB-B131 1407.2280.02 

100 kHz to 40 GHz, with mechanical step attenuator R&S®SMB-B140 1407.2309.02 

100 kHz to 40 GHz, without step attenuator R&S®SMB-B140L 1407.2350.02 

100 kHz to 40 GHz, with mechanical step attenuator, 

minimum pulse width limited 

R&S®SMB-B140N 1407.2380.02 

OCXO reference oscillator 9 R&S®SMB-B1 1407.3005.02 

OCXO reference oscillator, high performance 9 R&S®SMB-B1H 1407.3070.02 

Harmonic filter option 

150 MHz to 20 GHz  

(only available with R&S®SMB-B120/-B120L) 

R&S®SMB-B25 1407.1660.02 

150 MHz to 40 GHz  

(only available with R&S®SMB-B131/-B140/-B140L/-B140N) 

R&S®SMB-B26 1407.1760.02 

Reverse power protection  

(only available with R&S®SMB-B112, R&S®SMB-B112L) 

R&S®SMB-B30 1407.1160.02 

High-power option 

50 MHz to 20 GHz  

(only available with R&S®SMB-B120/-B120L) 

R&S®SMB-B31 1407.1260.02 

50 MHz to 40 GHz  

(only available with R&S® SMB-B131/-B140/-B140L/-B140N) 

R&S®SMB-B32 1407.1360.02 

Pulse modulator,  

for R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L/-B120/-B120L/-B131/ 

-B140/-B140L/-B140N 

R&S®SMB-K21 1407.3811.02 

Pulse generator R&S®SMB-K23 1407.3786.02 

Pulse train 10 R&S®SMB-K27 1407.3828.02 

Recommended extras 

19" rack adapter R&S®ZZA-S234 1109.4493.00 

Power sensor, 9 kHz to 6 GHz, for levels up to 33 dBm,  

incl. USB adapter cable 

R&S®NRP-Z92 1171.7005.42 

Power sensor, DC to 40 GHz, for levels up to 20 dBm R&S®NRP-Z55 1138.2008.03 

Power sensor, 10 MHz to 18 GHz, for levels up to 33 dBm R&S®NRP-Z22 1137.7506.02 

USB adapter for R&S®NRP-Zxx power sensors R&S®NRP-Z4 1146.8001.02 

USB serial adapter for RS-232 remote control R&S®TS-USB1 6124.2531.00 

Adapters for instruments with an R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L/-B120/-B120L frequency option 

Test port adapter, PC 3.5 mm female  1021.0512.00 

Test port adapter, PC 3.5 mm male  1021.0529.00 

Test port adapter, N female  1021.0535.00 

Test port adapter, N male  1021.0541.00 

Adapters for instruments with an R&S®SMB-B131/-B140/-B140L/-B140N frequency option 

Test port adapter, 2.4 mm female  1088.1627.02 

Test port adapter, 2.92 mm female  1036.4790.00 

Test port adapter, 2.92 male  1036.4802.00 

Test port adapter, N female  1036.4777.00 

Test port adapter, N male  1036.4783.00 

Documentation 

Documentation of calibration values R&S®DCV-2 0240.2193.18 

DKD (ISO 17025) calibration including ISO 9000 calibration R&S®SMB-DKD 1161.3607.02 

 

 

                                                                 

8  The base unit must be ordered together with an R&S®SMB-B112/-B112L/-B120/-B120L/-B131/-B140/-B140L/-B140N frequency option. 
9  Only one of the R&S®SMB-B1 or R&S®SMB-B1H option can be installed. 
10  Requires the R&S®SMB-K23 option; only available for instruments with serial number > 102400. 
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Warranty 

Base unit  3 years 

All other items 11 1 year 

Service options 

Extended warranty, one year R&S®WE1 Please contact your local 

Rohde & Schwarz sales office. Extended warranty, two years R&S®WE2 

Extended warranty with calibration coverage, one year R&S®CW1 

Extended warranty with calibration coverage, two years R&S®CW2 

Extended warranty with accredited calibration coverage,  

one year 

R&S®AW1 

Extended warranty with accredited calibration coverage,  

two years 

R&S®AW2 

 

Extended warranty with a term of one and two years (WE1 and WE2) 
Repairs carried out during the contract term are free of charge 12. Necessary calibration and adjustments carried out during repairs are 
also covered.  
 
Extended warranty with calibration coverage (CW1 and CW2)  
Enhance your extended warranty by adding calibration coverage at a package price. This package ensures that your 
Rohde & Schwarz product is regularly calibrated, inspected and maintained during the term of the contract. It includes all repairs 12 and 
calibration at the recommended intervals as well as any calibration carried out during repairs or option upgrades. 
 

Extended warranty with accredited calibration (AW1 and AW2)  

Enhance your extended warranty by adding accredited calibration coverage at a package price. This package ensures that your 

Rohde & Schwarz product is regularly calibrated under accreditation, inspected and maintained during the term of the contract. It 

includes all repairs 12 and accredited calibration at the recommended intervals as well as any accredited calibration carried out during 

repairs or option upgrades.  

 

 

Phased-out articles and replacements 

• The R&S®SMB100A -B101/-B103/-B104/-B106/-B5 are phased out from July 1, 2019.  

• The successor unit is the R&S®SMB100B (-B101/-B103/-B104/-B106/-B5). 

• The R&S®SMB100A (> 6 GHz) will be not phased out. 

 

 

For product brochure, see PD 5213.8396.12 and www.rohde-schwarz.com 

 

                                                                 

11  For options installed, the remaining base unit warranty applies if longer than 1 year. Exception: all batteries have a 1 year warranty. 
12  Excluding defects caused by incorrect operation or handling and force majeure. Wear-and-tear parts are not included. 
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Service that adds value
► Worldwide
► Local and personalized
► Customized and flexible
► Uncompromising quality
► Long-term dependability
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Sustainable product design
 ► Environmental compatibility and eco-footprint
 ► Energy efficiency and low emissions
 ► Longevity and optimized total cost of ownership

Certified Quality Management

ISO 9001

Rohde & Schwarz customer support
www.rohde-schwarz.com/support 

Rohde & Schwarz
The Rohde & Schwarz technology group is among the trail-
blazers when it comes to paving the way for a safer and 
connected world with its leading solutions in test & measure-
ment, technology systems and  networks & cybersecurity. 
Founded more than 85 years ago, the group is a reliable 
partner for industry and government customers around 
the globe. The independent company is headquartered in 
Munich, Germany and has an extensive sales and service 
network with locations in more than 70 countries.
 
www.rohde-schwarz.com

Rohde & Schwarz training
www.training.rohde-schwarz.com

Certified Environmental Management

ISO 14001
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